
The Wesley Ministry Institute (WMI) is the ministry formation 
and preparation college of the Wesleyan Methodist Church of 
New Zealand (WMCNZ).  We treasure the heritage of the 
Church through the ages and especially its historical roots in 
the spiritual awakening in the 18th century when God raised 
up John and Charles Wesley.  

An educated and competent ministry has always been a characteristic of effective Wesleyan 
work and witness.  We cherish a balanced training of head, heart, hand and habits expressed in 
the paradigm of praxis and preparation (doing and being). The WMCNZ strives to have a Godly 
education for our ministers which enables them to be well equipped and fruitful in ministry.   

Through a combination of in-house courses and partnerships with theological and ministry train-
ing providers, both in New Zealand and internationally, WMI provides the pathway for students 
to meet the ministry formation and preparation requirements for ordination in the WMCNZ.  

We welcome those from beyond the WMCNZ community who are looking for high calibre pro-
grammes of study that are contextualised for New Zealand and the South Pacific Region, and 
which will prepare them for Christian ministry in an environment that is increasingly multi-
cultural, demanding and complex. 

Ministry Formation and Preparation 

 

“It cannot be that the people should grow 

in grace unless they give themselves to 

reading. A reading people will always be 

a knowing people. ”  

REV. JOHN WESLEY  

MIN IS T RY  F OR MA T ION  A ND  P REP ARA T ION  F OR T HE  2 1ST  CEN TUR Y  CHU RCH  



Questions you may have 

Yes. WMI will offer courses such as “Wesleyan Theology” and 
“Wesleyan History”—from the perspective of global Wesleyanism 
and contextualised to NZ and the South Pacific 

Will WMI offer courses in the Wesleyan Distinctives? 

Courses to be offered 

in 2013 & 2014 

What other courses will WMI offer? 

Courses currently being developed are  

 “Pastoral & Church Leadership” which will be the foundational 
entry course for all who are candidating for ministry in the 
WMCNZ  

 “Leading an Intergenerational Church”  

 “Worship and Ministry Praxis” 

How much will it cost? 

$400 per course (Some courses will be available at $150 per mod-
ule) 

Who can be a student of WMI? 

All candidates for Licensed, Commissioned and Ordained ministry 
in the WMCNZ will be enrolled with WMI. WMI will oversee their 
academic and practical preparation for ministry in conjunction 
with the National Board of Ministerial Development (NBMD) of 
the WMCNZ. 

Students are also welcome from other denominations. 

Can I get Student Loans to study at WMI? 

Not at the moment, however we will be working over the next few 
months to obtain NZQA accreditation which will make Student 
Loans accessible. 

2013 

 Wesleyan Theology 

 Pastoral & Church Leadership,  

 Leading an Intergenerational 
Church 

2014 

 

In addition we will take the oppor-

tunity of visiting scholars from our 

international partners to teach 

courses in their particular field. 

Specialist Courses 

 Wesleyan History 

 Worship and Ministry Praxis 

 Preaching from a Wesleyan 
Perspective 

How can I get more information? 

Contact the Academic Dean—Rev Peter Benzie at the WMCNZ Na-
tional Resource Centre ph. 09 271 6460 email: dean@wesley.ac.nz 

Information will also be available (soon) on the WMI website 
www.wesley.ac.nz 

What is the address of WMI? 

WMI operates from the National Resource Centre of the WMCNZ 
at 219 Burswood Dr, Burswood / Botany, Auckland.   

“It is my conviction; that as our 

training of Ministers go, so 

goes the Minister, as the Minis-

ter goes, so goes the local 

Church, as the local Church 

goes, so goes the whole Wes-

leyan Methodist Church of New 

Zealand. Our new Wesley Min-

istry Institute will enable us to 

have the best equipped Minis-

ters we can for mission in 21st 

Century New Zealand.”   

REV. DR RICHARD WAUGH  

NATIONAL SUPERINTENDENT 

WMCNZ 

Can I study at home? 

Subject to the requirements of partner providers, courses will be 
delivered as flexibly as possible so that you will be able to study in 
your home environment or in a classroom setting.  

mailto:natsecretary@wesleyan.org.nz
https://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=219+Burswood+Dr,+Burswood,+Auckland+%28east+city+wesleyan+church%29&aq=0&oq=219+Burswood&sll=-36.924639,174.894488&sspn=0.008646,0.020792&vpsrc=0&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=219+Burswood+Dr,+Burswood,+Au


Why Wesley Ministry Institute? 
The WMCNZ places a high value on the Ministry of Word and Sacra-
ment : 

 preaching and teaching the Word 

 administering the sacraments 

 caring for the worship, order, and nurture of the church 
and  

 caring for the spiritual nurture of the people of God. 

The 2010 National Conference of the WMCNZ approved the “Manual 
of Ministerial Preparation” as the standards against which those 
called by God for this specialised ministry will be assessed.   

The Conference also recognised that the best way that this can be 
achieved is by continuing to adopt a flexible approach on academic 
providers.  WMCNZ has had a formal partnership relationship with 
Laidlaw College since 2001 and an established working relationship 
with Carey Baptist College for many years.  Over the past two years 
significant progress has been made in furthering the partnership 
with Indiana Wesleyan University (IWU) as well with the considera-
tion of study opportunities with Kingsley College (Australia) and As-
bury Theological Seminary (USA) amongst others. 

Furthering these relationships and establishing partnerships will be fa-
cilitated by WMI being a recognised training provider in New Zealand. 

WMI will also be able to provide courses which are “unique” 

 Wesleyan history in New Zealand 

 Wesleyan theology in the New Zealand context 

 NZ Wesleyan Church Management and Policy in New 
Zealand 

By working closely with the NBMD, WMI will also 
strengthen the assessment and evaluation processes for 
those who candidate for ministry in the WMCNZ. 

Our Wesleyan Methodist church is 

blessed with many highly qualified 

people with postgraduate qualifi-

cations – who are eligible to teach 

undergraduate course (Level 5-7. 

It is expected that many of these 

people will become teaching 

members of WMI. 

They include 

 Rev Dr. Richard Waugh QSM  
DMin 

 Rev Peter Benzie MTh 

 Pastor Logan Hoffman MDiv 

 Rev Brett Jones MBA (Henley) 

 Rev Amber Livermore MDiv 

 Pastor Clint Ussher MDiv 

 Rev Mike Yates Ad.DipMin  

 

Potential international providers 

have also indicated their willing-

ness to make faculty available. 

 

Who will teach at WMI? 



Academic Dean 

 

Rev Peter Benzie  

BA BAppTheol MTh  

email:  dean@wesley.ac.nz 

Ph.: 09 271 6460 

Equipping  

Enabling  

Empowering  

for the call of 
God 

PO Box 82 363 

Highland Park 

Howick 2143 

Auckland 

NEW ZEALAND 

 

Ph. +64 9 271 6460 

email: dean@wesley.ac.nz  
 

www.wesley.ac.nz 

Seeing life everlasting, and holiness, 

or health of soul, are things of so 

great importance, it is highly expedi-

ent that Ministers, being Physicians 

of the soul, should have all ad-

vantages of education and learning.  

REV. JOHN WESLEY  

“WMI will be a key part of preparing and equipping 
our ministerial leaders for the work of the Great 
Commandment (Matt 22:37-39) and the Great Com-
mission (Mt 28:18-20). Paul made clear that ‘those 
who are qualified to teach others’ (2 Tim 2:2) must 
be well trained as they ‘prepare God’s people for 
works of service so that the Body of Christ might be 
built up …’ (Eph 4:12). In this way it’s an exciting re-
sponse to the Biblical and Wesleyan imperatives to 
multiply disciples!”  

REV. MICHAEL YATES  

CONVENOR—NATIONAL BOARD OF MINISTERIAL DEVELOPMENT 

mailto:natsecretary@wesleyan.org.nz
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