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This paper was adopted by the 2015 International Conference of the Wesleyan Church. 
 

CARE FOR REFUGEES 
 
THE GLOBAL ISSUE. 
 
Amidst the technological, political, and fiscal advancements of many countries, the issues related to 
refugees and internally displaced persons are still a reality many governments face.  “As of 2011, 
the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR)1 documented over 42.5 million people 
who had been forcibly uprooted by conflict and persecution worldwide, including  

• 15.2 million foreign refugees 
• 895,000 asylum-seekers, and  
• 26.4 million internally displaced persons.  

The UNHCR continues to protect 10.4 million of these people. Moreover, there are an additional 4.8 
million Palestinian refugees under the UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA)2 who are being 
protected. Women and girls represent, on average, 49% of persons of concern to the UNHCR. They 
constitute 48% of refugees and half of all internally displaced persons and returnees (former 
refugees). In addition, 46% of refugees are under 18 years old.”  
 
The crisis of the 2011 statistics above is compounded by the report that the refugee situation is 
worsening, as documented in the UNHCR Global Trend Report released in June 2013: “The Year 
2012 was marked by refugee crises reaching levels unseen in the previous decade.” “An average of 
3,000 people per day became refugees in 2012, five times more than in 2010.”3 
 
This information is alarming and calls for the Body of Christ to take into consideration her mandate 
as steward and vice regent of God’s creation, and protector of the stranger and oppressed in our 
midst.   
 
The terminology applied to refugees is inconsistently used. For the purposes of this paper we shall 
refer to one group called internally displaced persons who are victims of armed conflicts and/or 
various natural calamities, and a second group called foreign refugees who are foreign nationals 
seeking protection and security in another country for political or economic reasons and those 
entering a country without legal documents4. All nations have a duty of care for their own people 
during times of internal displacement5, but governments find it more problematic to accept 
responsibility for foreign refugees. The International Conference of The Wesleyan Church asserts 
that all nations have a responsibility to care for those created in God’s image, and this is not limited 
by international borders. Therefore we are especially called upon to care for foreign refugees, 
without neglecting internally displaced persons. 

                                                           
1 http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/home accessed 2nd October 2013. 
2 http://www.unrwa.org/ accessed 2nd October 2013. 
3 (http://www.unhcr.org/globaltrendsjune2013/UNHCR%20GLOBAL%20TRENDS%202012_V08_web.pdf, page 5) 
4 Foreign refugees include many who seek permanent resettlement and residency, but there are some who seek only 

temporary asylum during a calamity in their own country. 
5 Notwithstanding the fact that some governments may ignore of persecute sections of their own population for 

religious, tribal, economic, or other reasons. 

http://www.unhcr.org/
http://www.unrwa.org/
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/home
http://www.unrwa.org/
http://www.unhcr.org/globaltrendsjune2013/UNHCR%20GLOBAL%20TRENDS%202012_V08_web.pdf
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WHY SHOULD WE HELP REFUGEES? 
 
A. For socio-political reasons 
With no government to guard their rights and family security, foreign refugees can easily be 
exploited or abused. Refugees are often denied the rights to legal employment, social services, 
travel or ownership of property. Children and young adults seeking to go to school may be denied 
access to further education and protection under the law. They may be subject to detention and 
deportation, and may be deprived of their God-given dignity and a humane existence. The civil 
society has been instituted and ordained by God for the well being of humanity and all of God’s 
creation.  
 
Every country has its own policies regarding admission and recognition of foreign refugees and, for 
fiscal and security reasons, most set a ceiling on the number of refugees to be admitted. However, 
the numbers catered for under these national quotas are invariably insufficient to care for the 
desperate citizens of the world. For example, the world’s largest economy, the United States of 
America, agreed to receive 20,000 refugees in 20116 while the UNHCR was dealing with tens of 
millions of refugees. This is not one nation’s responsibility though; it is the obligation of all 
humanity to care for our hurting neighbors. While the sovereignty of every state should be 
recognized and respected, the responsibility to lobby for Godly laws falls to God’s people within 
every nation. 
 
B. For Biblical reasons  
God created humankind for the purpose of ruling over the whole earth (Gen. 1:27-30) and he 
institutes laws to govern and leaders to administer, as seen when he organized the Israelites (Ex. 
20-31).  
 
1. God commanded us to love our neighbor (Gal. 5:14; Rom. 13:9-10; Jas. 2:8; Matt. 9:12; Gal. 6:10). 

Paul said that the law is complete when we love our neighbor as ourselves. “Love to God is 
presupposed as the root from which love to neighbor springs”.7  

      
“Neighborhood” can be established by proximity or by circumstance. The latter is exemplified in 
Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk. 10:25-37). Rahab’s treatment of the two spies also 
portrays neighborhood by circumstance. This could also be the case of refugees who are forced 
to leave their home and property due to severe hardship, hopelessness, oppression and threat 
of death to seek better opportunities in other locations. All humanity is of one family under God, 
and there are really no foreigners when another human is in need. 

 
2. God provided protection for refugees in the ancient Hebrew nation. This is exemplified in the 

establishment of the cities of refuge in the Old Testament (Num. 35:9-34; Josh. 20:1- 9). These 
cities were intended to protect the life of a person who happened to kill another person 
unintentionally from the possible avenger of the victim. It was not to condone the bloodshed but 

                                                           
6 http://ittakesacommunitylancaster.com/advocac-efforts/refugee-stats/ accessed 2nd October 2013. 
7 Jamieson-Fausset-Brown, JFB Bible Commentary: Theophilos 3. 

http://ittakesacommunitylancaster.com/advocac-efforts/refugee-stats/
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it was to give an opportunity for proper legal procedures to avoid more bloodshed as allowed in 
their law of retribution during those times (Ex. 21:23-25).8   

 
3. God commanded His people to care for foreigners (Ex. 20:10, 22:21, 23:9; Lev. 19:33-34). Since 

the Israelites had been foreigners in Egypt, they were commanded to offer care and respect to 
foreigners in their midst. Some specific provisions for foreigners are: rest on the Sabbath (Ex. 
20:10; 23:12); protection from oppression or wrong-doing (Ex. 22:21, 23:9; Lev. 19:23-24); 
freedom to glean in the vineyard and harvest fields (Lev. 19:10, 23:22; Deut. 24:19-21); access to 
the cities of refuge (Num. 35:15; Josh. 20:9); and appeal to God as their defender (Psa. 94:6, 
146:9; Jer. 7:6, 22:3; Mal. 3:5).  

      
In the New Testament the apostle Paul admonished Christians to “extend hospitality to 
strangers,” (Rom. 12:13; Heb. 13:12). Hospitality is not only to be extended when requested, but 
Christians were admonished to find opportunities to show kindness to strangers. 

 
4. When we show kindness to another person we are showing kindness to Christ (Matt. 25:31-46). 

Christ died for all humanity and this great act of sacrificial love unities all humans as one people 
who survive only through Christ’s mercy. Therefore, when we care for another person we are 
participating in Christ’s love and expressing our own gratitude to Christ. 

 
HOW SHOULD WE HELP REFUGEES? 
 
As a denomination that strongly believes and advocates the infallibility of the Word of God and as a 
strong proponent for holiness, including the obligation to act justly and love mercy (Mic. 6:8), The 
Wesleyan Church vigorously encourages individuals and governments to care for refugees. 
      
Caring for refugees is a holistic response of the church to the command of God to care for 
foreigners (Ex. 20:10, 22:21, 23:9; Lev. 19:33-34) which He first instituted to the Israelites as His 
chosen people (Ex. 19:5-6) and as a channel of God’s blessings (Gen. 12:2-3). God’s people should 
provide refugees an opportunity to enjoy life in a humane situation and protect foreigners from 
maltreatment (Ex. 22:21). 
      
Caring for refugees is obedience to the command of God to love our neighbor as ourselves. Jesus 
admonished the expert of the law accordingly (Lk. 10:25-37). Loving our neighbor as ourselves is 
the completion of one’s obedience to all the laws God gave to Moses as Paul summarized (Gal. 
5:14). It is also a demonstration of one’s love for God because we cannot love God and at the same 
time disregard our brother (I John 4:20). 
 
A worldly response might be to protect one’s own society by outright rejection of refugees, but this 
attitude cannot be harmonized with the teachings of Jesus and the Scriptures. Furthermore, this 
view is often supported by a limited understanding of the complex and varied situations of 
undocumented immigrants. As a people with a strong history of resisting government-sanctioned 
oppression, Wesleyans should take a lead in challenging the laws of their society that treat refugees 
unjustly and do not reflect Kingdom principles and values. We should do all we can to create a 

                                                           
8 New Bible Dictionary, 2nd ed., s.v. “Cities of Refuge”. 
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welcoming society for those who have been displaced, while at the same time providing support to 
other countries in crisis so that their people are not plunged into the trauma of a refugee situation. 
 
 
 
CONCLUSIONS FOR THE WESLEYAN CHURCH. 
 
We, the delegates of the 3rd International Conference of the Wesleyan Church agree to the 
following statements in dealing with foreign refugees and internally displaced persons. 
 
We call upon our church members and adherents everywhere to show God’s love to refugees: 

1. Wesleyans should make themselves aware of refugee situations, and especially of foreign 
refugees currently seeking recognition within their country, and they should commit 
themselves to respond to refugees with mercy and kindness, as befitting a follower of 
Christ. 

2. Wesleyans should create social programs to reach out to foreign refugees and internally 
displaced persons in their country and in their neighborhoods. 

3. Wesleyans should lobby their government and its agencies dealing with refugee admission 
to provide more places for refugees. 

4. Wesleyans should join voices with those who seek to resist injustice, oppression and 
violence, with the goal of reducing the causes for refugee crises in the countries of origin.   

5. Wesleyans should consider peaceful civil action in situations where the national policies and 
immigration laws of their country are unjust and do not reflect Kingdom principles and 
values. 
 

Furthermore, the members of The Wesleyan Church petition governments to promote Godly 
principles in refugee policies. 

6. The Wesleyan Church encourages governments to establish two generous forms of 
immigration; one for those who follow the legal process and a second for those who arrive 
without documents because of humanitarian crisis or persecution.  We oppose the practice 
of deferring applications of those who seek to immigrate by legal means because of the 
arrival of undocumented immigrants.  

7. The Wesleyan Church accepts that governments will need to turn undocumented refugees 
back from time to time, but we urge our governments to do so only after exhausting every 
viable option for accommodating the refugees and never to return refugees to a place 
where their safety is at risk.     

 
 

 


