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UPDATED Guidelines for Churches in Alert 
Level 3 – Information for Churches and 

Ministers – ALERT LEVEL 3 

Alert Level 3 Church 
 
The purpose of Alert Level 3 is to Restrict the spread of the COVID-19 disease in 
circumstances where the risk of community transmission remains high.  It has been 
described as a “recovery room” where we as a country assess our progress in eliminating 
COVID-19.  The principle remains to act in the direction of Loving Our Neighbours and to 
limit contact unless it is absolutely necessary. 
 
The move to Alert Level 3 is a transition from “essential” to “safe”. More people will be 
outside their bubble with increased risks. These risks are manageable if all required care is 
taken. As a result it is now even more important that all suspected, probable or 
confirmed cases of Covid-19 must be reported to the National Secretary as soon as 
they are known.  We desire to walk with you as cases emerge in our churches and to 
reinforce our protocols alongside those required by the Ministry of Health. 

A full description of the Alert Level 3 conditions with a comparison to Alert 4 can be 
found here. 
 

Church Services & Events 
 
Church services and events are not permitted at any size.  Online or household services 
can continue.  All other community services that involve face-to-face contact must take place 
online or in another way. 
 
What steps can our church take to enhance corporate worship?  What help do we need?  
How can we maintain our community presence? 
 

Small/Prayer Groups 
 
Face to face small groups, prayer groups, choir/band practices are not permitted.  Online or 
household groups can continue. 
 
What steps can our church take to resource small group life?  What help do we need? 
 

  

https://covid19.govt.nz/assets/resources/tables/COVID-19-alert-levels-detailed.pdf


Facilities/Workplace 
 

The guiding principle is that people should continue to work from home. 
 
Buildings may only be accessed in situations where it is not possible to work from 
home and where the Government mandated Covid-19 Safety Plan has been approved 
by Servant Leaders and filed with the National Secretary.  
 
WMCNZ’s Covid-19 Safety Plan template and accompanying Guidelines has been tailored 
for use by churches. You can find additional information on WorkSafe NZ’s website,. 
 
Public venues are closed and may not be accessed.  This includes school halls and Council 
facilities where closed by the relevant authorities. 
 
Workplaces that can operate safely may reopen for use by staff where it is not possible to 
work from home.  This includes: 
 

● The use of church facilities for conducting online services; 
● The use of church offices for administrative and general duties that cannot be 

undertaken at home; 
● Staff and volunteers accessing the building to uplift resources. 

 
with approval from the Senior Minister and in line with the approved church Covid-19 Safety 
Plan. 
 
It excludes meetings of staff and volunteers for the management of mission activities and 
gatherings of any size.  
 
Where staff are working from church premises, they must comply strictly with Ministry of 
Health requirements for workplace operations including: 
 

(a) Regularly disinfect surfaces. 
(b) Wash and dry your hands thoroughly and regularly. 
(c) Don’t touch your face. 
(d) Stay home if you are sick. 
(e) Get tested for COVID-19 if you have flu like symptoms – call your GP or Healthline 
(f) Continue to seek primary medical care. 
(g) Employees/Volunteers who are sick, immunity compromised or over the age of 70 

may not attend church premises. 
 
A log book will be maintained for the purposes of contract tracing in line with the WMCNZ 
Health & Safety requirements.  A Covid-19 Safety Plan must be in place and be readily 
accessible to all employees. 
 
What administrative and general duties can be safely undertaken on church premises?  
What safety protocols will we put in place to fully comply with Ministry of Health guidelines? 
 

Pastoral Care, Funerals and Weddings 
 
Face-to-face pastoral care remains restricted at this time. 
 
Ministers can provide last rites in a hospital, hospice or private residence under Alert Level 
3. In a health facility, they will need to adhere with the relevant visiting policy and infection 
prevention procedures. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TeaZn2P8dlmmSGpqKH1BrNPNXsGc-x-R
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TkyXbNQE4awdi6JFd771oGHEzqScXcr5
https://worksafe.govt.nz/managing-health-and-safety/novel-coronavirus-covid-19/your-covid-19-safety-plan/


 
The Ministry of Health funeral and marriage policy has been updated.  Up to 10 people can 
gather for: 
 

● Funerals, tangihanga, So mate, Ala, and Putu. 
● Wedding ceremonies (not receptions). 

 
Ministers may officiate as celebrants at weddings where a marriage certificate has been 
granted by the Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages.  Ministers may officiate as 
celebrants at funerals under the direction of the Funeral Director. 
 
Wedding receptions and other celebrations are not allowed. Consumption of food/drink is not 
permitted in connection with weddings or funerals. 
 
For full details please see the Ministry of Health guidelines and WMCNZ Funeral Policy - 
Level 3 and Marriage Policy - Level 3. All Ministry of Health precautions must be taken in line 
with the policy here. 
 

https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-novel-coronavirus-health-advice-general-public#prevention

