
 

 

Rev. Brent Dongell  

You can't go wrong when God leads you to New Zealand.  You will find such 

an original down to earth group of people that you can't help but fall in love 

with them and the land.  Then you will begin to see a people that are okay 

but need truth just as much as the rest of the world.  Not only are the statistic 

of belief low, but lives continue to be broken and in need of a turn around be-

yond what's humanly possible. The people of New Zealand need Christ from 

the top of their ice glaciers to the depth of their lava volcano pits. 

Having graduated from IWU, New Zealand was formational in my life in step-

ping out in faith and watching God provide and lead.  It is a great place to 

explore your ministry passions whilst pouring into a growing, exciting, and thriv-

ing place of ministry. 

I will be always grateful for the investment, belief, and 

chance-taking that the leadership of the Wesleyan 

church of New Zealand took in allowing me to serve 

overseas as one of their young leaders.  I can't think of a 

better place to be stretched and grow through adven-

ture.  
 

Brent recently served with Global Partners in NZ. 

Email Brent on obrent@gmail.com 

———————————————————–—————————————————— 

Areas of ministry need in New Zealand  
(especially in Auckland and Christchurch) 

 

 

 

 

 

Websites you can check out 

National church  - wesleyan.org.nz 

Some local churches 

ecw.org.nz 

cession.org.nz 

rnw.org.nz 

shoregrace.org 

thewellnz.org 
 

Please pray, communicate with IWU grads 

who have served in NZ and contact our 

National Secretary Rev Peter Benzie at 

natsecretary@wesleyan.org.nz 

 

WMCNZ National Resource Centre 

PO Box 82-363,  

Highland Park,  

Auckland 2143,  

New Zealand 

Ph: +64 9 271 6460                 
 

 Children  Youth 

 Young Adults  Sports  

(an area of ministry new to NZ) 

 

 

 

Are YOU being called to God’s 

mission work in New Zealand? 

 

http://www.ecw.org.nz
http://www.cession.org.nz
http://www.rnw.org.nz
http://www.shoregrace.org
http://www.thewellnz.org


 

 

Rev. Amber Livermore 

After graduating from Indiana Wesleyan University with a double major in 

Youth Ministries and Biblical Literature, I thought my life track was already 

planned. I would go on to seminary to get my Masters and then find a full-time 

youth pastor position, probably somewhere in Indiana.  All of that changed, 

however, one Sunday when I visited College Wesleyan Church during the 

summer after graduation. I was more than shocked to sense God calling me 

to serve Him outside of my home cultural context. Later that year, I began to 

learn about the need for youth workers in New Zealand, specifically the in-

credibly high adolescent suicide rate per capita in NZ. I knew (after a long 

journey of prayer and a visit to New Zealand) that this was where God was 

leading to me to serve for a season of my life.  Almost five years after that life-

changing service at College Wesleyan, I moved to Auckland, New Zealand. 

The four years in Aotearoa, NZ were an incredible adventure! It was such a 

privilege to be working with Spirit-led churches in a movement which desires 

to expand its scope of influence in a predominately secular society. The Wes-

leyan Methodist Church is a young and beautifully multicultural body which is 

taking NZ and beyond by storm with the Gospel. I was honored to have the 

opportunity to come alongside youth workers and local youth ministries to en-

courage, resource, and mentor in any way I could to help bring youth into 

deep relationships with Jesus Christ. As the National Youth Consultant, I of-

fered mentoring and training to adult youth leaders/student leaders, as well 

as preaching in different youth contexts and working with a team to plan re-

gional and national youth events for the WMCNZ. In many 

ways, it was my dream job--and I'm so blessed to have 

been able to join in God's work in this amazing nation.  

Amber served as a Global Partners Missionary to NZ from 

2012—2016 as National Youth Consultant to the NZ 

church. She now lives in Princeton, Indiana where she is 

Lead Pastor of Grace Fellowship Wesleyan Church whilst 

also working as Youth Mobilizer for Global Partners 

Email Amber on amber.livermore@gmail.com 
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Sara Dekker 

My journey to NZ started in May 2005, when I arrived in New Zealand with an 

IWU World Impact mission team. Prior to this trip, missions had been on my heart 

but New Zealand had never crossed my mind as being part of that journey. I 

remember the day clearly (21 May 2005) that God spoke to my heart in regard 

to moving back to NZ. “Do not be afraid, I will be with you wherever you go.” 

These words resonated in my heart and mind over and over as my eyes took in 

the beauty and vastness of the New Zealand countryside. I was well aware 

that short term missions trips only give a glimpse of what ministry looks like in an-

other setting and that an emotion driven commitment to move would be un-

helpful, so I simply decided to say, “yes God, You lead the way and I will fol-

low.” I knew in that moment that I would be back, but I had no idea how or 

when or what I would be doing. 

Throughout the next two years in the States God led me down a path that in-

volved completing a Bachelors of Science in Music Education, applying for a 

job here in NZ and moving here four months after finishing my degree to serve 

alongside the Wesleyan Methodist Church of New Zealand and teaching mu-

sic in a public school. The ministry that I was part of in NZ was the same that 

can be done anywhere around the world—loving God and loving people. In 

many ways NZ as a mission field is similar to the USA—it’s a first world country, 

has a secular government, and people seeking the “good life.” Our cultures 

though, are different, so my approach was that of a learner coming into a new 

place soaking up as much as possible about what it means to be a Kiwi (New 

Zealander) and be the hands and feet of Jesus. 

I lived in NZ for seven years. I taught middle school music and elementary mu-

sic, attended Redoubt North Wesleyan Church and cession|community. I part-

nered with cession |community doing youth ministry, singing with the worship 

team and interned as a Counsellor as I continued to study. This journey has 

shaped the way I live, love and trust the Lord. I continue 

to follow God’s lead and live by “Where you go, I’ll go. 

Where you stay. When you move, I’ll move. I will follow” 

expressed so well in Chris Tomlin’s “I Will Follow.”  

Prior to returning to the States in 2014 Sara immersed her-

self in living and working in NZ and can be heard to say 

that while the USA is her homeland NZ is her heartland 

Email Sara on sara.dekker21@gmail.com 


