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Being Agents of
Transforming Grace
by the National Superintendent, Richard Waugh

Our vision statement inspires us:
Transforming 
lives, churches and communities 
through the hope and holiness of 
Jesus Christ

Transformation	is	one	of	the	significant	
features of our theological worldview. 
Wesleyans have an optimistic view of 
what the Holy Spirit can do in any life, 
church and community.

In New Zealand many Christians have 
a Wesleyan view of transformation but 
don’t know it! They have a conviction, 
from Scriptural teaching, that God is 
continually prompting people toward 
salvation, that such salvation is available 
to any by grace through faith, and that all 
Christians are called to constantly grow in 
discipleship and holiness of living. 

John Wesley and his preachers 
firmly	believed	that	God	had	raised	
up the Wesleyan revival to promote 
“Scriptural holiness” in every sphere 
of life. Wesley’s ‘ordo salutis’ (order of 
salvation) is a key part of this teaching 
and is all encompassing; involving the 
transformation of individuals, churches, 
communities, and the whole cosmos to 
the will and purposes of God.

It is vitally important for Wesleyans to be 
intentional about embracing this message 
of transforming holiness in all we do.

Transforming Lives
“… in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord.”   
(1 Peter 3: 15a)

We learn to be mature Christians in 
relationship to the overarching authority 
of Scripture, by the wisdom of Church 
tradition, the perceptive insight of 
reason, and by way of welcoming and 
experiencing the sanctifying work of the 
Holy Spirit.

When we share our testimony with 
others, even if it’s as simple as “I was blind 
but now I see” (John 9:25), our own words 
have	significant	impact.	When	we	tell	
others about the difference Christ makes 
in our lives, we begin to give them hope 
that he can make a difference in their 
lives, too.

The 15th anniversary of the Wesleyan Methodist Church of New 
Zealand was a recent milestone. On almost every front our network 
of churches continues to grow with increasing numbers attending 
worship, many candidates for ministry, new church plants, record 
numbers of teens and young adults at our camps, and other ministers 
and congregations joining us.

Transforming the Church 
“Always be ready to make your defence 
to anyone who demands from you an 
accounting for the hope that is in you.”  
(1 Peter 3:15b)

We	Wesleyan	Methodists	are	hope-filled	
people. The effect of such transformation 
multiplies as the whole church joins in the 
mission of God.

A crucial responsibility for our churches 
is to continually foster, nurture, and 
encourage Christian faith in the lives of 
children and young people. God grant 
us wisdom to do all we can to enable our 
children and youth to choose life in all its 
fullness through following Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Saviour.

A development this past year that will 
bless	our	church	in	the	South	Pacific	
region is the launching of Sydney’s 
Excelsia College (supported by Indiana 

Wesleyan University). While study at 
secular universities has its place, my 
view is that the time has now come for 
Christian families to have a choice about 
where our young people are educated. 
The Church will be renewed because of 
such work.

Transforming Communities
“… yet do it with gentleness and respect.”  
(1 Peter 3:15c)

John Wesley said, “I look upon all the world 
as my parish.” The Wesleyan theological 
worldview commends us to minister in 
the wider world that God created and 
loves - for the purpose of transforming 
communities. 

We don’t retreat from salt and light 
engagement in the world. Instead the 
message	of	salvation	and	sanctification	is	
intrinsically part of who we are and what 
we do. As we live and work in God’s world 
we do so full of grace and truth.

What would have happened in this land 
of	Aotearoa/New	Zealand	if	the	first	
missionaries had given up and gone 
home? What would have happened if 
Ma

_
ori had not taken an active role in 

the evangelising work? What would 
have happened if together they had 
not persevered to transform tribes and 
communities to accept and follow Christ? 
Our nation would surely have had a very 
different and forlorn history.

I	invite	you	to	join	me	affirming	our	
vision, ”I willingly and wholeheartedly join 
in God’s work – with the help of the Holy 
Spirit - Transforming lives, churches and 
communities through the hope and holiness 
of Jesus Christ.”

Richard Waugh sharing in the televised service by the Marsden Cross on Christmas Day 2014 for the 
200th anniversary of the arrival of the first missionaries to New Zealand. Richard serves as one of the 
Vice Presidents for Oceania for the World Methodist Historical Society.



by Virginia Shaw, The Well Church, Christchurch

Taking Time Out
for Theology
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While the two words ‘Theology Symposium’ may not 
generate great excitement for most people (I hardly know 
why!), for those of us at The Stream on 6-8 August at East 
City Wesleyan in Auckland, it was clear that this event was 
an	eagerly	anticipated	opportunity	to	articulate	and	reflect	
on a rich theological heritage, for ourselves and for future 
generations. 

As a relative newcomer to 
Wesleyan Methodism and a 
first-timer	at	the	Symposium,	
I was fascinated at the 
prospect of delving deeper 
into this year’s weighty 
theme: “The Wesleyan Vision 
and Practical Holiness.” 

Although holiness tends 
to be a neglected theme 

amongst much of contemporary 
Christianity, our keynote speaker, 

Rev. Dr Timothy Tennent, President 
of Asbury Theological Seminary, along 
with others, ably demonstrated not 
only the centrality of holiness to the 
church’s identity in the world, but also 
its vital importance as a testimony to the 
transforming grace and mission of the 
gospel. 

One of the gifts of the Symposium 
(especially for a ‘newbie’ like me) was 
Dr Tennent’s beginning overview of the 
‘Grand Wesleyan Vision’. Dr Tennent 

identified	the	key	theological	distinctives	
of the Wesleyan movement. Building on 
the foundations of our Christian identity 
(which always precedes our Wesleyan 
identity), Dr Tennent explored the 
characteristic view of grace, community, 
holiness and the world, as four ‘gifts’ 
that the Wesleyan tradition particularly 
contributes to the Church worldwide. 
Within this context, we were able to more 
specifically	consider	‘The	Call	to	Holiness’,	
flowing	from	a	Trinitarian	understanding	
of God’s grace, that enables us to come 
to	faith,	justifies	us	and	sanctifies	us,	
according to his will.

Out of all that Dr Tennent shared on this 
vast topic, drawing extensively from both 
the Old and New Testaments, perhaps 
at the core was the understanding that 
salvation is a process, not an event. More 
than	experiencing	justification	for	our	
sins, salvation is an on-going process as 
we allow Christ to work in us, and we 
learn how to be Christian. John Wesley 

termed this experience in the life of the 
believer,	‘entire	sanctification’.	For	those	
who, like me, often feel daunted by such 
lofty theological concepts, Dr Tennent 
helpfully described the progression 
of	sanctification	(the	technical	word	
for becoming holy!) as having “a re-
directed heart.” Holiness, he explained, 
is ultimately relational, as our hearts are 
drawn away from sin and those things 
that separate us from God, toward his 
goodness and his presence in our lives. 
As the distinctive people of God, we 
are called to be like him, knowing his 
presence and having a righteousness that 
is, “native, actualised and embodied.” In 
other	words,	not	just	a	fleeting	wish	to	
live better, but a lived reality of the gospel 
bearing fruit in our lives.

Holiness is not merely personal, however, 
affecting just me and my individual walk 
with God. Throughout his four sessions, 
Dr Tennent emphasised the missionary 
vision underpinning the Wesleyan 
movement. In his catchy phrase, “holiness 
is mobile.” It is both social and missional. 
Coming back to my own church after 
the Symposium, I’m struck by how the 
centrality of holiness should alter the 
way we do church. Too often we see 
much importance placed on the outward 
life, rather than the inward life. Through 
the Wesleyan view of holiness we see 
that if the outward life isn’t built on a 
foundation of inner holiness, it is merely 
a shallow façade. In a world that is crying 
out for authenticity, both in people and in 
movements, it’s this inner foundation that 
lets us be real people. By making holiness 
the core of what we do in church, we’re 
equipping people to take the gospel into 
the world, and be the gospel themselves. 

It	is	these	reflections	and	more	that	
I took away from our time together. 
Mostly, though, I was heartened to be in a 
denominational stream that annually puts 
aside time to ‘talk theology’, recognising 
the fact that, as Richard Waugh put it, 
“It is vital that we are clear about what 
we believe and why.” Our mission is to 
Aotearoa/New Zealand and the South 
Pacific,	and	to	the	future	generations.	
This is why I will be enthusiastically 
popping the words ‘Theology Symposium’ 
in my calendar for next year. See you 
there! n



Taking Time Out
for Theology
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In Wesleyan theology, transforming grace is the grace 
worked in us once we have responded to prevenient 
grace (the grace of God gifted to all that enables us to 
respond	to	God),	and	been	justified	(made	righteous	
through and before God), receiving an assurance of our 
salvation.

by Francis Ritchie
Rev. Francis (Frank) 
Ritchie serves as an 

Education and Justice 
Advocate for TEAR Fund 
New Zealand. He is also 
a public speaker and an 

avid blogger

The Radical Middle

Transforming grace enters us into the 
process	of	sanctification	(the	process	
of change into holiness), where the 
Holy Spirit works in us and through us 
to draw us nearer to God, enables our 
participation in his story of redemption 
and reconciliation within his creation, and 
transforms us into the image of Christ as 
a mirror of God.

A big question I have been pondering 
when I look at Christian interaction 
in the world around us is what are 
we mirroring? Are we allowing the 
transformation that truly reshapes 
us into mirroring Christ, or we are 
we pursuing something else? For me 
the answer to that is found in how 
we understand and pursue ‘mission’ 
– how we engage with the world 
around us.

I have a passion for the news media 
and as transformation has taken 
place in my own life, so my sense of 
mission has shifted and changed. 
That passion and that transformation 
have combined and been embodied 
in an initiative I have launched in 
partnership with another team I 
work with.

If I could sum up how I used to see 
mission, it would be encapsulated 
in	the	word	influence,	and	even	
more honestly, as power. It did not 
look that different to much of what 
goes on in the world – it just had 
the name of Jesus all over it. But 
as I contemplate what it means to 
embody and mirror Christ, in Him I 
see the one who shunned trying to 
gain	influence	and	instead	embraced	
weakness, humility, and service. 
He became a slave/servant who 
ultimately went to the cross. He is 
the lion who became the lamb in 
Revelation 5:5-6. In so doing he was 
accused of many unsavoury things 
and the phrase ‘friend of sinners’ was 
hurled at him as an insult.

What does it mean to be transformed 
into that? What does it mean to seek 
to embody that and live it out?

NewsLeads, a small charity, is an 
attempt to be that in the news space. 
A space many Christians are weary 
of. NewsLeads offers gritty, agenda-
free, care and support through a 
chaplaincy service for people who 

work in the news media, and it seeks to 
help them do their work well by assisting 
them both personally and professionally. 
Its aim is simply to serve and in so doing, 
my hope is that it mirrors something 
of Christ. NewsLeads is the result of 
transforming grace that in turn extends 
the beauty of transforming grace, through 
selfless	service,	into	the	lives	of	others	

and therefore into the heart 
of our news conversations as 
a nation.

If you would like to know 
more, and support NewsLeads 
as	a	financial	partner	and/
or through prayer, check out 
newsleads.org.nz  n

The Roots –
 Theological
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10 August 2015 marks the bicentenary of the 
arrival to Australasia, at the age of twenty-nine, 
of	the	first	Wesleyan	Methodist	missionary,	the	
Rev. Samuel Leigh (1785-1852). Australian and 
New Zealand Methodism are linked by Leigh as 
he	was	the	first	[British]	Wesleyan	missionary	
to arrive in both places. 

He visited Samuel Marsden’s mission at the Bay 
of Islands in 1819 and then, in 1822 established 
the	first	Wesleyan	mission,	Wesleydale	in	
Whangaroa, among the Maori accused of 
the Boyd massacre in December 1809. Leigh 

belonged to a period when Methodism had 
close ties to the Church of England, and the 
fact that he was ‘not radically a Dissenter’ 
was	one	cause	of	conflict	with	his	fellow	
missionaries. 

Samuel Leigh arrived in New South 
Wales. on 10 August 1815 in response 
to a request from class meetings led by 
John Hosking and Edward Eagar, to begin 
what would turn out to be a gruelling 
ministry with little earthly reward. Born 
in	Milton,	Staffordshire,	Leigh	was	first	a	
lay preacher with the Independent Church 
at Hanley. Finding the Calvinism in those 
circles distasteful he joined the Wesleyans 
at Portsmouth and was soon appointed 
to the Shaftesbury Circuit. Following a 
missionary call he was preparing to remove 
to Montreal, Canada when the Wesleyan 
Missionary Committee decided he should 
instead be appointed to NSW. 

by Rev Dr Glen O’Brien

‘Not radically a dissenter’
Samuel Leigh in Australia and New Zealand

Rev Dr Glen O’Brien presented a paper on Rev Samuel Leigh 
at the Stream Theological Symposium, held at East City 
Wesleyan Church, in early August 2015. The following are 
selected extracts from the full paper:

Meet the National Council Members . . .

National Superintendent 

REV. DR RICHARD WAUGH
Richard, married to Jane with three 
young adult children. He is senior minister 
of East City Wesleyan Church and a 
key leader in the Wesleyan Methodist 
movement in New Zealand since its 
inception. 

He has long-time community facing 
ministry, including aviation chaplaincy 
and extensive book writing. In the 
Queens’s Birthday honours list of 2007 
he was awarded a QSM for his community 
work. Richard is passionate about the 
congruency of a Wesleyan theological 
worldview with New Testament 
Christianity.

Assistant National Superintendent 
(Church Care)

REV. KATHY CLIFFORD
Kathy has three married children – 
Andrew, Tanya and Michelle – and is a 

grandmother	of	five.	She	committed	her	
life to Christ at the age of 15 at an Easter 
Camp, and has been totally committed to 
the Lord since that time, always looking 
for ways to grow in Him, and in service.

Honoured to serve the Lord as a full-time 
missionary in her role, leadership training, 
Kathy has a desire to see WMCNZ reach	
its full potential as a church with a clear 
message of salvation and holiness in NZ. 
She says, “It is only as we work together 
as a team can we really achieve this.”

Assistant National Superintendent 
(Church Development)

REV. BRETT JONES
Brett is pastor to cession|community in 
East Auckland and has served as National 
Secretary and as Assistant National 
Superintendent	(Church	Development). 	
In this role Brett has provided strategic 
consultancy to local churches, supported 
church plants and coordinated the 
Emerge Leadership Development 
Retreat, EQUIP Training Conference and 
regional	Gatherings. 

He has completed an MBA majoring in 
local	church	effectiveness. 	He	offers	
strategic consulting services to churches, 
non-profits	and	charitable	organisations	
through his MUSE Consultancy www.
bemuseconsulting.com. He chairs a 
number of charitable trusts where he 
is able to use his strategic consulting 
experience and previous trust law 
specialty. 	Brett	is	married	to	Kristen	and	
has four children Rhys, Raegan, Ryleigh 
and Rory.

National Secretary

REV. PETER 
BENZIE
Peter is Senior 
Minister of 
Redoubt North 
Wesleyan, has 
served as National 
Secretary since 
Conference 2010, 
is member of the NBMD and a Trustee 
of the Hornblow Ministry Training 
Fund. Peter has also served as National 
Children’s Ministry Convenor. Peter’s 
key passions in ministry are to equip 
and empower others to use the gifts 
and passions God has given them to the 
best of their ability for the good of the 
Kingdom of God and Children’s Ministry 
as both a practical theologian and as 
resource to the wider church. Peter 
has four young-adult children and one 
grandson.

Convenor National Board of Ministerial 
Development

REV. MIKE YATES
Mike Yates and his wife Michelle 
have four	teenage	and	young	adult	
children. Mike trained for ministry at the 
Nazarene Theological College (Brisbane) 
in	the	mid	1990’s. 	

A call was later heeded to plant a 
church with the emerging NZ Wesleyan 
Methodist Church. The call to the North 
Shore,	Auckland was	later	focussed	
to become a call to the community of 



The Vine –
 Personal Journeys

Greenhithe. Shore	Grace	church	was	
launched in	Nov	2003	and	Mike and	
Michelle have been engaged 
in planting and developing this 
ministry	ever	since.	He is	currently	
completing a MTh through Laidlaw 
College. 

Council Members

REV. RUTH BOSWELL
Ruth is a current National Council 
member, serves on the National 
Board of Ministerial Development 
where she was a past Convenor. 
She has recently retired from 
being Senior Pastor of Papakura 
Wesleyan but remains active in 
various ministries at the church. She 
is chaplain to the Early Childhood 
Centre and is Community Spiritual 
Director for the Walk to Emmaus, 
Auckland. Ruth remains committed 
to transforming the local community 
in the power of the Holy Spirit with 
the Good News of Jesus.

MR WARREN JACK
Warren Jack is a founding partner of 
East City Wesleyan Church having been 
part of the group who left the Methodist 
Church in 2000. He is currently a member 
of the Servant Leaders Group at ECW, 
Chairman of the Life Growth Community 
Trust, a member of the ECW Property 
Committee and is a former Missions 
Ministry Team Leader. He also currently 
chairs the “Building up, Reaching out” 
project oversight group responsible 
for implementing building alterations 
designed to enhance outreach ministry 
opportunities at ECW.

Warren 
has been 
involved 
with Habitat 
since its 
early days 
in New 
Zealand 
in 1995, 
initially as 
a volunteer 
and 
since the 
beginning 
of 2000 
as a staff 
member and, until recently, the Executive 
Director.

REV. ATU LAGI
Atu planted The	Streams	Community	
Church, which he still pastors, in 2003. 
He has been a council member for the 
past 4 years and is currently serving 
as the National Ministry Youth Leader 
where he is able to exercise his passion for 
evangelising, discipleship and disciplining 

youth	in	their	walk	with	God. Atu brings	
pastoral,	evangelism	and missional gifts	
and passions to his roles. He has a Diploma 
in	Biblical	Studies	from Laidlaw College,	
a	Certificate	in	Pastoral	Care	&	Christian	
Education and is currently studying towards 
a BMin.

PASTOR SIONE TU’UNGAFASI
Malo ‘e lelei

Sione Tu’ungafasi has been the 
Pastor of Calvary Church, a Tongan 
congregation based in Kelston, 
West-Auckland, for 9 years now. He 
is a full time Ecumenical Chaplain 
at Waitakere Hospital, and was a 
Chaplain at Middlemore hospital 
for 5 years before that. Currently 
Sione is also Senior Pastor at Church 
180, an English speaking service for 
the wider Kelston, West-Auckland 
community that cannot attend 
Calvary Church because of Language 
barriers.

MR ANDY YEO
Born in 1966 in Singapore where 
he lived mostly until 2012 when he 
moved permanently to Christchurch 
with	his	family.	 In	Christchurch,	they	
joined family who have lived there 
since 1984. Husband to Chwee, 
father to Dylan, Sophie, Sarah and 
Daniel, Andy and his family have been 
active with The Well since 2012.

Andy’s personal goal is to know a 
member of, and worship in, all the 
ancient traditions of the Body of 
Christ. Some of his major interests 
are ecumenicalism, mission, 
discipleship;	also	fly-fishing. n
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[Later]	it	was	out	of	concern	for	Leigh’s	
health that Samuel Marsden invited Leigh 
to travel to New Zealand at Marsden’s 
expense and scout out the possibility of 
establishing a mission there, hoping that 
the	change	would	do	him	good.	The	first	
Christian mission in New Zealand had been 
established by Marsden in the Bay of Islands 
in	1814	and	Leigh	made	his	first	trip	there	
in 1819. Once Walter Lawry had arrived 
and settled in, Leigh felt free to accept 
Marsden’s invitation to visit the Bay of 
Islands and encourage the lay settlers there. 

Leigh’s understanding of the Maori people 
would have been shaped by Samuel 
Marsden’s	positive	views	first	developed	
after interaction with those visiting Sydney. 
Their	reputation	as	fierce	cannibals	was	
widely known but Marsden was of the 
opinion that massacres had been retaliation 
for instances of European injustice and 
cruelty.		Leigh	did	not	confine	himself	to	the	
settlers but visited six surrounding Maori 
villages which, after gaining the people’s 
assent to receive Christian instruction, he 
formed into a circuit. He drew a preaching 
plan, attaching the names of the lay 
settlers who had up to this point seemed 

to have done very little to reach out to the 
Indigenous people. Lord’s Day services were 
held every Sunday. 

Samuel Leigh may justly be remembered as 
a pioneer of Wesleyan Methodism in both 
Australia and Aotearoa/New Zealand. He 
assiduously followed the tried and true 
Methodist pattern of classes, circuits, and 
frontier preaching, working closely with 
the Church of England clergy. He bought 
an organisational discipline that was 
absent from the work of the earlier lay 
preachers. Though his time in New Zealand 
was brief, along with his wife Catherine, 
Leigh showed great courage in facing 
the challenge of hostile Maori warriors 
in wild, inhospitable country. No doubt 
they shared the assumption of European 
superiority that was typical of the era. 
Yet they attempted to learn the Maori 
language and exhibited genuine compassion 
toward them. Their shock at what they 
considered the ‘savagery’ of such practices 
as cannibalism and infanticide was driven by 
a humanitarian concern and their conviction 
about the dignity and value of persons made 
in the image of God. 

The fact that Leigh was ‘not radically 

a Dissenter,’ a quality admired by the 
lay	preachers	who	first	requested	a	
missionary, kept him tied to an earlier 
phase of Methodist development. Walter 
Lawry, Benjamin Carvosso, and George 
Erskine were the wave of the future with 
their vision of Methodism as a strong, 
independent Dissenting body, holding its 
own distinctive doctrines and discipline, 
albeit with Anglican origins. Leigh was a 
man who belonged more naturally to the 
eighteenth-century status of Methodism 
as closely aligned to the Church of 
England, and thus was a constant drag 
to their progressivism. He may for these 
reasons be remembered as a pioneer 
but not as a builder of Australasian 
Methodism. Notwithstanding this natural 
conservatism, the more fully developed 
structures of late nineteenth-century 
Methodism, would not have been possible 
without the pioneering efforts of our 
Wesleyan ancestors Samuel and Catherine 
Leigh, whose memory we honour. n

For a full copy of this important lecture, 
please contact natsecretary@wesleyan.org.nz         
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Rev Edgar 
Hornblow
God’s plan in nature is to 
have seasons of renewal.  
Each season is part of 
the cycle of growth and 
development.  So it is with 
the Church.
For	over	eighty	years,	fifty-five	
in ministry, I have been blessed 
with successive seasons of church 
life. Each season revealing the 
grace and wisdom of our heavenly 
Father and the amazing moves of 
the Holy Spirit.

My early years in the Methodist 
Church were mentored by a 
Mother who was a Methodist Lay 
Preacher	for	over	60	years. 	Taken	
around the Wellington Circuits, 
my brothers and I were trained 
in elocution, and schooled in 
leading congregational worship 
and sermon preparation and 
presentation. We discussed 
theology at length around the 

dinner table and had family 
devotions every day. This legacy 

carried on for Judy and me, with three 
boys (and now six grandchildren) who all 
love	the	Lord. 	A	family	who	walks	close	
with God is a mighty power, whether lay or 
minister’s.

The legal season of my life lasted eighteen 
years,	first	in Law School and	then	in	
a Wellington legal	practice. 	These	
disciplines were invaluable for pastoral care 
helping people. My training in property law 
was a great blessing in every parish where 
we were challenged with church building 
development. New buildings refocused 
the congregations at Pakuranga (Trinity 
Methodist) Mt Roskill (Wesley Methodist), 
Hastings Methodist, Havelock North 
(Arohanui Family Village) and Papakura 
(Wesleyan). 	God’s	grace	provided	the	
resources and skills to develop a facility 
to grow the congregations. It is a huge 
advantage for a minister to have previous 
experience in the secular world.

The transition from the Methodist Church 
was helped by serving four years at First 
Presbyterian	Church,	Papakura.  	This	
helped me identify the strategy and 
structure of another denomination.

The launch of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church	of	NZ	fifteen	years	ago	offered	a	
huge	release	of	energy	and	purpose.  	The	
negative struggling in a church with a 
different agenda was ended, “my chains fell 
off, my heart was free, I rose went forth and 
followed Thee.” 	They	were	days	of	Joel	2,	25	
coming true – “I will restore the years that the 
locusts have eaten”. No	looking	back. 	And	
truly God poured out His Spirit, and old 
men dreamed dreams and young men saw 

visions. 	Drafting	the	new	Constitution	
was like charting a exciting course built 
on	God’s	promises. 	The	Scriptures	were	
foundational, Christ was central, the Holy 
Spirit was empowering. Focused on the 
local congregation; grounded in prayer; 
mentoring our leadership; sharing our 
faith; training people to disciple others.

God will give us a hope and a future 
(Jeremiah 29:1) 	That future will depend 
on how eagerly we listen to the voice of 
God,	our	heavenly	Father. 	Because	the	
challenge	is	not	against	“flesh	and	blood”,	
but it is won or lost in the spiritual realm. 
“If my people who are called by my name will 
humble themselves and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their evil ways, then I will hear 
from heaven and forgive and heal their land.” 
(2 Chron.7:14)

Allan Oliver 
Yes, becoming a Wesleyan has 
been a bigger blessing than Glenis 
and I could ever have imagined.
We both had a strong Methodist heritage, 
we both grew up in strong congregations 
with great children and youth ministries 
and we both decided to follow Jesus. After 
our marriage we grew from the fellowship 
and ministry of the lively Pakuranga 
Methodist	Church.	The	fulfilment	we	
gained from serving there led us to 
acknowledge a strong call to fulltime 
ministry. After training we served a total of 
17 years in Otorohanga, Pahiatua, Taupo 
and then Papatoetoe before a crisis of faith 
overtook the conference. In our opinion the 
underlying issue was “did Jesus rise from 
the grave”?

1 Corinthians 15 especially vs 17 tells 
us without an assurance that Jesus 
arose we are lost. Decisions were made 
that gave us no option but to leave the 
Methodist Church of NZ (MCNZ). The 
cost to us? Some friends, our connection 
with heritage, our sole income source and 
a home to live in. Fortunately God in his 
grace and goodness attended to all our 
needs in his own good time. God has been 
so generous to us that we have ended up 
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with material resources to share.

We helped establish the Redoubt North 
Wesleyan Church, sharing ministry with 
three others. We became a local church 
serving our community, especially its 
children and youth. When we couldn’t 
find	a	local	venue	to	hire	for	our	
programmes we decided to build our own. 
Our people pitched in and the resulting 
facility has proved its worth. After ten 
years our faithful core was joined by a 
number of gifted Niuean people seeking a 
caring home.

There has been an extra blessing. Allan 
remembers the strong Holy Spirit 
ministry and support of the Eltham 
Methodist Church. In his childhood 
there were answers for every question 
but this one: why are we Methodist? We 
are now so grateful that the Wesleyan 
Church has given us a satisfying answer. 
As Wesleyans we have a valuable 
contribution to make to the whole body 
of Christ. 

What words of encouragement have we 
for Wesleyans?

Be “wholesome” holy people. Holiness 
in its fullness is personal, social and, as 
we were shown at The Stream recently, 
missional.

• It’s personal because each one of us 
is called to draw on the power of the 
Holy Spirit to live as Jesus lived.

• It’s social because we are to create 
communities where others are cared 
for as much as we care for ourselves

• It’s missional because we are called 
to take the life and hope of Jesus to 
people beyond our community.

All the above requires that we be people 
of grace and generosity.

Go Wesleyans!

Kathy Clifford 
Founding member report...

It was a joy for me to be a 
founding member of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church of 
New Zealand. I did not plan it, it’s 
just how it happened. 
My journey was somewhat different 
from the other founding members, as 
I was serving in the Methodist Church 
(MCNZ) in Hawera at the time of change. 
The team in Auckland took the brunt of 
the ‘displeasure’ of the Methodists, but I 
also	had	my	difficulties	with	the	district	
hierarchy, and some of the members of 
the church I was serving in. Alongside 
that were the people who were cheering 
me/us on.

I had served in the MCNZ for about 10 
years and really enjoyed my role as a 
Presbyter, serving in four parishes over 
that time. The part I did NOT enjoy was 
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when we were becoming more and more 
restricted about how we could talk about 
God, and the increasing compromise 
with the Scriptural standards of holiness. 
Through that time the Aldersgate 
Fellowship was a great help in keeping us 
encouraged.

I chose to leave the MCNZ for several 
reasons. One was clearly the doctrinal 
position, but if I was still in any doubt, the 
final	key	was	their	lack	of	understanding	of	
my Missionary call to India. That did it.

Since I have been in the WMCNZ I have 
enjoyed being able to freely express my 
faith, and serve my Lord as my heart 
desires, with the full support of my 
colleagues and friends.

I lost ‘friends’ over this move, but I gained 
others who have become very special.

I never dreamed that I would be honoured 
with the Executive position I hold today. I 
think we are going in the right direction as 
a National Church, but believe we need to 
be careful not to become institutionalised 
or lose the focus and momentum of being 
a Church-Planting Movement that teaches 
the Holiness of God for all people.

My advice to the church today? We live in a 
very different world, even to 15 years ago. 
Yes, we too need to change, but the Word 
of God does not change – let’s remember 
to “keep the main thing the main thing”.

What will we look like in 15 years time? 
My prayer is that we will have grown to 
twice the size we are today, not in numbers 
(or churches) only, but in depth of faith 
and commitment to being the people God 
needs us to be.

“Finally, my brothers and sisters, whatever 
is true, whatever is noble, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if 
anything is excellent ort praiseworthy – think 
about such things.” Philippians 4:8

 * * *
Frank Rigg turns 90...
Frank has been a long-time friend of many 
of us ‘older Wesleyans’, going way back 
into Methodist days. He served the Lord 
in many different parishes throughout NZ, 
and retired to the Whangaparoa Peninsula, 
where he and Gwen still reside today.

I had the pleasure of attending his 90th 
Birthday celebrations in early July. It was a 
birthday occasion like no other I have been 

to. It started with the mandatory ‘feed’ 
where many of us reconnected with friends 
we had not seen for a very long time, and 
even made new friends. (Everyone seems 
to know Frank and Gwen.)

Then we gathered in the church for a time 
of celebration – worship – giving God the 
focus that Frank and Gwen have always 
given to our Lord. His family gave some 
items, and Frank shared his testimony and 
some stories which delighted us all. We 
were also encouraged to contribute to an 
offering – not for Franks ‘retirement’ but 
for a very worthy cause of rescuing girls 
from	prostitution	in	Pakistan.	We	finished	
with the cutting of the cake, and more 
talking before heading home.

Frank does not look his age, and I would not 
be surprised if we are called to celebrate 
his 100th in 10 years time.

Well done Frank. An example to us all of 
what ‘retirement’ looks like – an ongoing 
life of service.

 * * *
On June 28th The Auckland Fijian and 
Rotuman faith communities of the 
WMCNZ came together for a combined 
service. This was a FIRST for them. What 
a great time of worship and fellowship. 
Rev. Malakai Waqa preached a very good 
word, the singing was great, the food was 
excellent. What more do we say? 

The	venue	was	ECW	and	we	filled	it	up.	All	
the pastors took part, and after the service 
everyone was saying: “We have to do that 
again”. Yes, we are planning to have this 
now as a regular event on the calendar.
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Alongside this these pastors 
are now doing a pulpit 
exchange each quarter. 

All of this adds up to a stronger 
community of faith as we 
encourage one another at 
these events.

 * * *
Our Tongan brothers and 
sisters are led by a great team 
of pastors and stewards, who 
are regularly challenged as 
they attend the Tongan Forum, 
planned especially for this 
purpose.

A regular feature is the coming 
together each quarter for 
a ‘song celebration’. Tongan 
people love to sing, and the 
friendly rivalry at this event 
is rather special. The evening 
starts with a time of worship 
led by a worship team from 
one of the churches. Each 
church comes prepared with 
some items, and the children 
also bring their contribution, 
which is always a delight to 
watch. The variety is amazing, 
and speaks of a diverse 
cultural heritage. Of course 
the evening is long, but well 
worth going to. 

This may be a ‘Tongan event’, 
but as a Palagi I always feel 
most welcome. Come and join us 
sometime. You will be in for a treat.

– Kathy

by Hannah Frauenstein

Commitment, Conversation, Connection

Fellowship and adventure - one of the greatest combinations (after the coffee bean 
and water). July let me experience this combo in abundance whilst in the mighty U.S. 
of	A.	Officially,	I	was	there	representing	The	Well	with	Clint	Ussher,	who	was	speaking	
at	a	youth	camp.	Unofficially,	I	was	there	to	hang	out	with	quality	people	and	have	
intentional God conversations on the other side of the world. I spent some time in 
Michigan with Eldon and Julie Sanders (they came out here to help with The Well a 
couple years back) and was able to bring thanks and a greeting from our wider NZ 
church to their congregation at Crossroads Church. I just love the global fellowship of 
the body of Christ, worshipping the same God in often diverse ways yet with the same 
united heart of Kingdom pursuit. 

I then met up with the Usshers and hung out in Princeton NJ, especially blessed by 
fellowship with passionate, inspirational people from Princeton Alliance Church 
who have been a huge support in the genesis of our church here in Christchurch. The 
adventures had while wandering around both New York City and Princeton made my 
heart happy and in awe of how humans live and create. Life is exciting. 

Ignite Youth Camp in Indiana came next, an exceptional week alongside 275 others. 
Fellowship with God and each other was pure gold. Huge steps and commitments 
were seen, intentional conversations happened left, right and centre, baptisms, 
testimonies of individual journeys, intentional and audacious prayer, life giving worship 
and fellowship with the Holy Spirit plus all the fun and games of a week-long camp 
with bustling teenagers. I ended up co leading a cabin of 13 year old girls, yet the 
conversations, passion, experiences and commitment I saw in them was in turn leading 
me. Having been around youth ministry for ages, pure excitement inspired me in the 
vulnerability and willingness of these youth to be open to God’s work. Grace was at 
work	in	and	around	this	camp,	and	I	left	confident	that	camp	was	merely	an	ignition	of	
greater transformation to come in the young folk’s live and mine. n
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God Knows Where They Come From:
Four Faith Stories from Hokitika
What  causes four young men from a small 
town to commit their lives to Christ, offer 
for fulltime Christian service then go on 
to become brave and important church 
leaders?

Each one grew up in a Christian home 
yet made his own decision to follow Jesus 
in a different setting: a personal challenge 
in his local Anglican church, an Easter 
camp, a Billy Graham Crusade.  There are 
engaging stories of each call to ministry, 
such as a Catholic prayer and Bible study 
group.

While Hokitika has a Gold Rush history and was quite isolated, 
you will see a lot of 1960’s New Zealand in this book. Flames of Holy 
Spirit Renewal were arising within strong family fellowships in the 
Methodist Church.  

Sadly the liberal-dominated national leadership failed to encourage 
those	flames	of	renewal.		And		bonds	from		John	Wesley’s	“scriptural	
holiness” teaching had been replaced with denominational loyalty.  

Fortunately the Wesleyan Church has arisen to give us a clear 
foundation for faith and service.

P.S. This inspiring book was initiated by our National 
Superintendent. Read on to appreciate the heritage and gifts God has 
given him.
 

Dennis & Heidi Cook - An Update
Rev. Dennis and Heidi Cook have concluded their 
ministry at Restoration Station (“Used Lives Restored”) 
in Port Huron, Michigan as they enter a new phase in 
fundraising for their future ministry in New Zealand.  
Dennis and Heidi experienced a strong call to church 
planting in and around the Auckland CBD when they 
visited us earlier this year at Easter.  Dennis’ strong 
gifts as a relational evangelist are very much suited to 
the New Zealand environment and underpins how they 
will approach church planting in Auckland. 

Dennis describes how this approach helped shape 
Restoration Station: “We did not target a certain 
demographic.  We just prayed, “God who did you send us 
here for and help us find them and them find us.”  Each 
week people that would probably seldom hangout together 
are now loving and laughing with each other each week.”

Please pray for the Cook family as they prepare 
to join us here.  Morgan (18) has felt God has invited 
her to join Dennis and Heidi on this adventure and 

Mackenzie (21) has one year at 
IWU before she graduates and 
looks to her future direction.

Continuing prayer points
1. Gathering gobs of prayer 
partners
2. Speaking each weekend at 
churches to try to raise our 
support. 
3. Selling all our possessions. 
4. Trying to sell our house

Thanks to the NZ Wesleyan 
churches for praying for our 
family.  It really means a lot.  

We feel our hearts are in NZ 
and our bodies are here 

See you all soon.... n

LISTENING TO GOD

God 
Knows 
Where They Come From!
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Four Faith Stories from Hokitika

god knows Where They Come From! 
A minister with an international ministry, a formator of priests, a national 
church leader, and a distinguished church historian – all from Hokitika on 
the isolated West Coast of the South Island of New Zealand.
Growing up in Hokitika, these four were profoundly influenced by four distinct 
Christian streams – Anglican, Catholic, Methodist and Presbyterian – in local 
churches with gold rush beginnings.
In this unique book (clockwise from top left); the Revd Ted Schroder, the Revd 
Dr Richard Waugh QSM, the Revd Father Steve Lowe, and the Revd Dr Allan 

Davidson ONZM, tell their stories in thoughtful 
ways – sociologically and theologically – about 
how their faiths were shaped and developed 
by their own church traditions in a small 
town context, and reflect on their continuing 
ministries.

Recommended Reading
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Making a Real difference:  
Christian Movers and Shakers
George Bryant is an inspiring writer who regularly urges Christians to 
act out their faith in the marketplace. George himself set out to make a 
difference as a teacher, high school principal, politician and then, when 
he could have been thinking of retirement, as a church pastor.

In this book George has diligently recorded the work of 20 others 
who have responded to needs they have seen before them as they 
believe Jesus would have them respond.

Some have come from strong Christian families; others have been 
soundly converted in adult life.

Some are sharing their own resources; 
others have started with nothing and just 
prayed and trusted God to provide.

Some have education and job training, 
others had neither.

Some are almost New Zealand 
household names, others are hardly known 
beyond their communities.

All	have	sacrificed	for	the	sake	of	others	
in need, following Jesus.

They include a gifted scientist, a solo 
Mum, and a Wesleyan businessman who 
has dug 200 life-giving wells in Africa.

All their inspiring stories will encourage 
you to be Jesus to those who struggle with 
life’s challenges.

by Rev 
Allan Oliver
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This migration north by some Shore Grace 
Church families, some with earlier ties to 
E.C.W, encouraged the Shore Grace church 
leadership to open a door for mission into 
the new Millwater development.   At the 
most recent meeting of the National Council 
in September 2015, an application for 
Foundation Church status was received and 
approved with great enthusiasm.

The Millwater housing development 
comprises about 3000 sections that will 
house over 10,000 residents.  Associated 
local development includes schools, medical 
centres and recreational facilities. It sits 
within the wider Hibiscus Coast region and 
associated population of around 30,000.

It all started with two families moving into the 
area, the Marshalls and the Davies, beginning 
to meet as a missional small group with a 
heart to reach their local community. In May 
2014 the group were encouraged to have a 
monthly house meeting to dream and prepare 
for the possibility of a missional presence in 
their new neighbourhood. 

Pastors Mike and Yung provided the pastoral 
leadership as the team began to form a 
strategy. The Experiencing God study 
together	also	confirmed	a	sense	of	mission	to	
step out and join God in what He was doing.  

In early 2015, with the support of Shore 
Grace leadership and the National Church, a 
Sunday evening programme was commenced 
on the new Kingsway Junior campus that 

New and North – Our Newest Church Plant

involved a model of Sunday evening 
meal; Mister Barista made coffees; 
worship and discipleship program.  A 
new Kiwi-made curriculum, Long Story 
Short, was used to provide a weekly 
focus for invitation and inclusion of 
others in the area.  This was followed 
by an Alpha course which crucially 
included Korean subtitles which 
created opportunities for outreach to 
Korean families in the area.  Numbers 
have recently peaked at 40 adults and 
children.

Meantime, just as the Millwater pioneers 
were moving to a Sunday night presence 
at the Kingsway school, a South African 
minister was experiencing the call of God 
to explore ministry opportunities in New 
Zealand.  John and Leigh Ann Bailie have 
been serving God with strong, fruitful 
ministries.  Before long our national 
leaders were getting to know John and 
Leigh Ann over SKYPE and sensed an emerging 
opportunity alongside the developments at 
Millwater.  John has now been appointed to serve 
in a consultancy role with the national movement 
commencing in October 2015 as the Millwater 
ministry expands and opportunities for ministry 
in the north extend.  It is our hope that John and 
Leigh Ann along with the Millwater church will 
together reach for a new future.  Pray for the 
Bailies and the Millwater church as they discern 
the future and look to build on the foundations 
laid in Millwater. n

There are many ways to plant a church.  So much depends on the context, the people and the kind 
of opportunity.  One method, that may become common on the fringes of Auckland’s spreading 
housing boom, has shaped our newest Church plant in Millwater, 30 km north of central Auckland 
and adjacent to nearby Silverdale.
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Life unfolded as a series 
of defining moments as I 
farewelled my family and 
friends in Indiana nearly 
four years ago to begin a 
new life in New Zealand. 
I remember the nervousness 
as I went through everything I 
owned, determining what could 
fit	in	my	luggage	and	what	had	
to be let go. I remember the 
intense mix of gratitude and 
grief at the simple going away 
party my friends threw in the 
basement of my home church, 
and the pain I felt deep in my 
core as I said goodbye to my 
parents,	fighting	off	the	tears	
until I was out of sight in airport 
security. Then there was the 
pendulum swing of emotions on 
the	long	flight	between	fearful	
questions about the unknown 
and excitement for what God 
might do in the near future.

But from the time I walked 
through the door on the other 

side (like, literally, the door between 
customs and the welcoming party at 
Auckland International Airport), a God-
sized dream began which I never could 
have expected or imagined. 

What have these four years meant to me? 

Enough that I knew I would weep while 
I wrote this… which is exactly what I 
am doing now. Because it has been a 
dream I didn’t deserve to live. And I don’t 
particularly want to wake up from it…

…journeying with THE BEST leaders 
around the country in our WesoYouth/
WMCNZ team.

…speaking into local church youth 
ministries and watching them literally 
carve out ways and spaces to see God’s 
kingdom come and His will be done in the 
lives of young people.

…discovering some of the most rewarding 

The Door to a Dream 

and shaping relationships with friends, 
co-labourers and mentors.

…having my eyes opened… in a way that 
can only mean— I. Am. Changed. 

• To learn to see life through the diverse 
cultures in our Weso movement 
so that my worldview has changed 

irreversibly—enhanced—widened.

• To see church differently and mission 
more clearly, causing me to believe in 
and love both more than ever.

• To feel I have acquired some sort of 
collaborative cultural identity as an 
American-Kiwi. n

by Amber Livermore
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Over 80 younger adults from across our national 
movement registered for “emerge,” held July 17-
19 at Willow Park Christian Convention Centre 
in Auckland. “emerge” is a three day and two 
night retreat held for younger adults (18+) and 
emerging leaders to focus on their relationship 
with God, develop leadership, rest and recreate. 
While this event occurred in 2014 exclusively for 
about	fifty	hand-picked	young	leaders,	this	year	
the event was expanded to include all younger 
adults with a continued emphasis on ministry 
leadership development along with spiritual 
formation, church and culture, life-stage matters, 
and theology. With a theme of God’s calls on 
the	life	of	a	believer,	the	weekend	included	five	
worship	services	and	fifteen	workshop	options	
from over ten different speakers. In the midst of 
all of that content, the campers still managed to 
spend heaps of time in fellowship around food, 
sport, and a special cafe’ night featuring a guest 
band. It is exciting to see a new generation of 
diverse	yet	unified	believers	and	leaders	being	
raised up in our Weso movement! n
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by Amber Livermore

emerge
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Meanwhile, Constable Lio 
Kaihau, (Pastor Sione’s nephew 
who serves in the police 
force) and his wife, Nettie 
(a Samoan who grew up in 
a Samoan-speaking church) 
discovered that neither of their 
family churches could suit 
the needs of their bi-cultural, 
English-speaking family. They 
started worshipping in a large 
multicultural church and 
connected well there, but Lio 
still had a heart for the younger 
people in his family who were 
part of the Tongan-speaking 
church. Feeling there was a need 
for fellowship, Bible study, and 
prayer in English, Lio started 
what was initially meant to 
be a family prayer meeting. 
To his shock, this prayer 
meeting grew exponentially in 

his garage. Tongan youth and 
young adults from more than one 

church began to attend every week 
and receive discipleship. Lio and Nettie 

lived at number 180 on their street, so 
this became known as the 180 prayer 
meeting. Lio invited me along to 180 
shortly after I came to New Zealand, and I 
loved attending when I was able. 

Last year, these two stories merged when 
Pastor Sione called Lio and some key 
young leaders (who were part of both 
Calvary and the 180 prayer meeting) to a 
meeting along with myself and Rev. Brett 
Jones (Assist. National Superintendent 
of Church Development). Pastor Sione 
presented his vision for an English-
speaking, multicultural ministry to 
develop from within Calvary. He looked 
Lio in the eyes and said, “I need you to 
lead this.” Everyone walked away from the 
meeting stunned by the sense that God 
was up to something big.

On the evening of October 19, 2014, 
Church180	held	its	first	monthly	preview	
service at the Scout hall where Calvary 
worships in the mornings. In March, 2015, 
weekly services began with Lio serving 
as the lay pastor. The church’s vision is 
to see people turn their lives around (i.e. 
a 180 degree turn) and be complete in 
Jesus. The church is currently operating 
on a four week cycle, starting with a 
worship and prayer service, followed by 
two regular services, and ending with a 
community-oriented outreach. These 
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Church 180
Almost four years ago, God gave a vision to Pastor Sione 
Tu’ungafasi (Calvary Tongan Wesleyan Methodist Church) 
to expand his Tongan-streamed church into a multicultural 
church. His heart was moved for the people living around the 
church in the Kelston community who were of many different 
cultural and ethnic backgrounds. But how could a Tongan-
speaking congregation reach an English-speaking community? 
The language barrier seemed nearly impossible to navigate.

outreaches have included free community 
days in the local park and, most recently, 
ministering to the homeless in the city. 
It is still early days, but we are excited to 
see how God will continue to move! 

Lio stated, “It’s taking a leap of faith, 
really just stepping out of the boat and 
trusting in God for the whole process… 
discerning what the Holy Spirit wants 
for	this	and	the	[Wesleyan]	movement…	
What really gets me excited about this 
is the unknown... God won’t give us the 
whole picture, He just gives us the tip of 
the iceberg.”

Church180 has a strong desire to 

network with other churches as well. 
Already, younger adults from other 
Wesleyan churches have joined in on 
our monthly outreaches in the city to 
the homeless, distributing food parcels 
and blankets along with offering prayer. 
Lio put it this way, “I’m wanting to work 
a lot more closely with all the Wesleyan 
churches. It’s not just about Church180, 
but it’s about building God’s Kingdom 
through the Wesleyan churches...”

Reflecting	on	the	new	thing	God	is	doing	
through Church180, Rev. Brett Jones 
said, “We face a unique challenge in New 
Zealand: how will we reach thousands 
of young people whose parents have 
migrated to New Zealand for a better life 
for their families? I am convinced that 
it will be young Wesleyans of Tongan, 
Fijian, Chinese, Rotuman and Samoan 
background who will be missionaries to 
this unique group that identify English as 
their heart language, live, work, study and 
even marry cross-culturally and in many 
cases have an inherited faith that has 
yet to become personally authentic for 
them. Initiatives like Church180 that are 
multicultural as well as multigenerational 
are one important way that churches can 
mobilise to reach these young people. We 
have here a new wineskin that God has 
provided for mission in this generation.” n



The  Vineyard –
 Local  Church M

ission

On 26 August 2015, The Well settled and took possession of 
our future church! The property is the former Sydenham Rugby 
League Clubrooms in Sydenham, Christchurch (less than 2km 
south	of	central	city).  Since	the	earthquakes	Sydenham	has,	
in many ways, reinvented itself and is now a thriving centre 
for business but also boasts many new cafes, restaurants, and 
a trendy	mall,	The	Colombo.  More	importantly,	
this is the area and community that we have long 
sensed God leading us to be planted in.

It will be quite a journey for us between now 
and moving in. The building was sold “As-Is-
Where-Is”	having	suffered	significant	damage	
in	the	Canterbury	earthquakes	nearly	five	years	
ago.  It	was	a	reluctant	sale	on	the	part	of	the	
Sydenham Rugby League Club who purpose-built 
the property in 1960 and used it as their club 
headquarters	from	that	time.  However,	due	to	
the damage the building has not been used since 
the February 2011 earthquake.

We are currently working with Chris Boon, a 
partner of The Well and structural engineer, to 
develop a plan for making the building usable. 
From there we will work with an architect to 
help us make the best use of the available space. 
Then there’s the small matter of council approval, 
construction	work,	raising	finances,	and	the	final	
painting	and	fit-out	of	our	new	church	facilities	
before hopefully moving in around April/May 
2016.

Due to the state of the building, we managed to purchase 
the property for the equivalent of land value and, from our 
initial	estimates,	we	expect	that	the	repair	+	initial	fit-out	will	

We Bought a Building!
by Clint Ussher

cost a further $300,000. This is an amount we are 
hoping to raise over the next 12 months, so should 
you have any interest in contributing please contact 
Rev. Clint Ussher: clint@thewellnz.org or 021 615 627.
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The tragedy in June at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Charleston,	North	Carolina,	horrified	the	world. 	The	response	to	such	evil	
was a call to peace and reconciliation rather than violent reaction. The media 
gave attention to Christian testimony about forgiveness, equality, and unity 
of the human family in the days and weeks after the shootings. The Wesleyan 
Methodist Church took the initiative and organised a service for peace and 
reconciliation at Auckland’s East City Wesleyan Church. The service was 
attended by more than 100 people on 2 July. Hosted by Richard Waugh, regional 
secretary for World Methodist Evangelism, many church leaders from different 
denominations were involved including Church of the Nazarene, Methodist, 
Salvation	Army	and	Wesleyan	Methodist. 	Songs,	special	prayers,	Bible	readings	
and a specially written hymn, were all part of the worship service, including 
creative prayer stations. n

TOP 10  
REASONS 
why I like being  
a Wesleyan:

1 Wesleyans love Jesus. They’re 
not the only ones who love him, 
but	its	an	important	first	thing	

to check.  

2 They aren’t heretics. They’ve 
got their theology right when it 
comes to the big things....their 

thinking on the Trinity, Salvation, free 
will, Jesus and a whole host of other 
things is rock solid. I like not being a 
heretic.  

3 They really, really like grace, and 
so do I.  I’m not holy enough to 
do life without Jesus; Wesleyans 

know that, they accept that, and they 
normalise that. 

4 
Wesleyans believe our faith 
matters here and now and 
today and tomorrow, as well 
as in heaven. As a Wesleyan I 

get to live my faith, not just maintain 
it until I die. I like that.

5 Wesleyans reckon that God is big 
enough to care about both my 
personal holiness and the world at 

large.  They’re into mission, they’re into social 
justice, they’re into making the wrong things 
right and doing it all in Jesus’ name.  

6 Wesleyans like doing life together. 
They’ve inherited a tradition of small 
groups, accountability groups, people 

doing life together. 

7 Wesleyans are multicultural. I really like 
that.

8 Wesleyans believe in gifts based 
leadership. That means that if you 
love Jesus and you’ve got leadership 

gifts you can lead. Male or female, whatever 
nationality - doesn’t matter. Your gender and 
your nationality don’t disqualify you from 
serving God.

9 Wesleyans give local churches a lot of 
autonomy. Wesleyan churches will look 
different because they are different, and 

that’s ok.  

10Wesleyans believe that God is not 
a dictator. They believe that God 
in his sovereignty has insisted, and 

continues to insist, on giving you and I the 
dignity of free choice.  God has, will, and does 
go to extraordinary lengths to prove he loves 
us, to prove he’s real, to prove he wants to be 
involved in our lives but he WILL NOT take 
away the dignity of free choice, even if that 
means, in the greatest of all tragedys, some 
people ultimately reject him.

Auckland Prayer Service for Peace
by Amber Livermore

and Jo McKinnell
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South Pacific Conference

The purposes of the conference are to: 
promote Scriptural holiness, create a 
formal venue for fellowship, reporting and 
consultation, coordinate opportunities 
and standards for theological education, 
provide	a	unified	regional	body	to	
coordinate evangelism and missionary 
work, nurture ongoing relationship with 
other Wesleyan General Conferences 
and	Global	Partners,	and	to	be	influential	
as the evangelical Methodist/Wesleyan 
movement	in	the	South	Pacific.	With	the	
Australian and New Zealand Conferences 
members of the World Methodist Council, 
the conference is in contact with other 
denominations in the John Wesley family 
of Churches.

The	second	South	Pacific	Regional	
Conference met in Sydney in September 
2015 at the Merroo Christian Camp, 
with leaders participating from Australia, 
Bougainville, New Zealand and the 
Solomon Islands. Rev Dr Richard Waugh, 
the inaugural President since 2012, gave 
an encouraging message based on the 

177 Wesleyan Methodist churches now make 
up the South Pacific Regional Conference of 
the Wesleyan Methodist Church, inaugurated 
in August 2012. Congregations range from a 
church of more than 600 people in Brisbane 
to some isolated village churches in rural 
Bougainville and the Solomon Islands. More 
than 250 ministers, including those in training 
and retired, are recognised in the regional 
conference.

Church’s vision of “Transforming lives, 
churches and communities through 
the hope and holiness of Jesus Christ.” 
Highlights included multi-cultural 
sharing, reports of progress, prayers 
together, and the induction of leaders 
for the next four years.. Rev Rex 

n Rev Fereti Fa’afuata was	
received as a minister on transfer 
to the WMCNZ at a celebration 
service at Papakura Wesleyan 
Church on 14 June. Fereti and 
Elizabeth and family organised a 
generous luncheon to celebrate 
the event.

n Congratulations	to Rev Frank 
Rigg who celebrated his 90th in 
early July. The whole church sends 
its love and greetings to Frank and 
Gwen.

n The national	Baptist	
leadership invited	Rev Dr Richard 
Waugh and Rev Brett Jones to 
address their February meeting 
about Wesleyan Methodist church 
planting learnings these recent 
years. New Zealand Baptists have 
been good friends of our Wesleyan 
Methodist Church and it was a 
pleasure for Brett and Richard to 
share some of our experiences.

Rigby, the newly re-elected National 
Superintendent of the Australian Church, 
was inducted as the incoming President.

We acknowledge the good work done by 
Dr Waugh and Barry Fisk representing 
New	Zealand	in	the	South	Pacific	
Regional Conference. n

News Bites
n This year has seen two ministry 
students who left to study overseas 
Samantha Tan and Lauren Millington 
(née Kerr) complete their study and 
graduate. 
Lauren (pictured above right with 
her family) graduated with a BA in 
Ministry, major Educational Ministry, 
minor church planting from Kingswood 
University and is now serving as 
children’s pastor at New Hope 
Wesleyan Church. 
Samantha (pictured below right with 
her parents) recently graduated from 
Indiana Wesleyan University and has 
taken up a position with World Vision 
in Washington. 

n Recently held in Auckland 
was a dialogue meeting between 
Wesleyan Methodist Church of NZ 
leaders and Methodist Church of 
NZ leaders. The meeting sought to 
improve communication and mutual 
understanding and respect between 
the two Churches. A further meeting is 
planned in 2016.
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The Reynolds family came from 
the USA, where Rob studied 
and had years of leadership 
and discipleship experience 
in youth ministry. During 
their regular ministry trips 
to NZ they formed strong 

The Call of a Lifetime 
by Mike Yates

Ordination is about a calling to a lifetime of service to Christ 
and the Church. And for the Minister it’s also the culmination of 
a sacrificial journey of academic and practical preparation plus 
examination by the Church. It’s not a finishing line, but the start of 
another chapter, as it has been for our Ministers ordained in 2014. 

connections.	Then	the	call	finally	came	to,	
“Go, live and minister in NZ.” (inevitable 
really!). Rob and DeNae have since been 
ministering at cession | community in 
Pakuranga Auckland, while Rob has 
travelled around the country (and the 
world) in a ministry role with TEAR Fund. 

Willamette ‘Akau’ola was challenged to 
follow in his Tongan father’s footsteps 
as a Church Minister. After 10 years 
of praying and being challenged 
he took up the call, also the study 
preparation through The University of 
Auckland. For Willamette, who is the 
Pastor at Adullam Wesleyan Church, 
it was as much a call to ‘belong’ to the 
new Wesleyan Methodist Church 
movement, which Fisioko and he, have 
enthusiastically embraced.

Rev Rob and Rev Willamette and their 
families are a great gift to the Church 
movement here, as well as their local 
communities. For it is God who works in 
[them] to will and to act in order to fulfill  
his good purpose. (Phil 2:13)   

Rev Mike Yates
Director – Ministerial Development
   

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR  
RAE DE LISLE 
For services to music
Associate Professor Rae de Lisle is 
highly regarded as one of New Zealand’s 
foremost piano teachers and an 
internationally respected researcher into 
musician’s injuries.

Associate Professor de Lisle was a 
renowned concert pianist until 1993 
when an injury shifted her focus towards 
teaching and research. She established 
and directed the University of Auckland 
Academy of Music from 2000 to 2005. 
She has been Head of Piano at the 
University of Auckland School of Music 
since 2008. She is Artistic Director and 
founder of the Wallace National Piano 
Competition, which was set up in 2013 
to provide a competitive platform for the 
best of New Zealand’s young pianists. 
She has undertaken ground-breaking 
research into the rehabilitation and 
prevention of musicians’ injuries and 
her research into focal dystonia has 
assisted several musicians to return to 
playing their instruments. She has given 
presentations throughout the world on 
injury prevention in pianists, including a 
number of keynote addresses. Associate 
Professor de Lisle has adjudicated 
international and national competitions 
and is an assessor for Creative New 
Zealand

MR KEITH ALBERT STANTON
For services to business and 
philanthropy
Mr Keith Stanton has given service as a 
business mentor to his local community 
and has contributed to humanitarian 
projects overseas for more than 35 years.

AWARDS This year we celebrate with members of the Wesleyan Church of New 
Zealand who received Queen’s Birthday Honours both receiving a 
Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit (MNZM)

Mr Stanton has had a long career with 
Stanton Bros Ltd, a commercial printers 
and	stationers	firm	in	Dunedin.	He	also	
established and is Chairman of the New 
Zealand wide distribution company SIFCO 
Distributors Limited. Since 1978 he has 
served on all of the Riccaton Rotary Club 
committees and as Director. He has taken 
leadership roles in the Methodist Church, 
and has served as a Trustee and steward in 
Upper Riccarton Church and a Trustee of 
the Wesleyan Investment Foundation of 
New Zealand. He has made personal and 
family trust donations totalling $2.24 million 
to more than 450 development projects in 
15 countries spanning Africa, Asia, Latin 
America	and	the	South	Pacific.	These	have	
included water projects, emergency appeals, 
sponsoring children and helping schools. In 
New Zealand Mr Stanton contributed to the 
construction of the Cholmondeley Children’s 
Home	Office	Block	in	Governor’s	Bay,	
Canterbury and the upgrading of Highbury 
Wesleyan Church in Palmerston North.

REV DR RICHARD WAUGH
NZ Christian Network Award
By Rev Brett Jones
At Parliament on 15th September,	
Richard Waugh received a NZ 
Christian Network award for his ‘Unity 
& Leadership’ work in the New Zealand 
Church. Members of Parliament 
Hon Chester Borrows MP (Deputy 
Speaker) (left) and Su’a William Sio 
MP	(right)	presented	the	awards. 	
Congratulations Richard!

As WMCNZ National Superintendent 
Richard continues to live out Wesley’s 
‘Catholic Spirit’ with his extensive 
ecumenical work, including the 
chairing of the Auckland Church 
Leaders Meeting and the National 
Church Leaders Meeting. 	He	does	
this	with	the	sacrificial	support	of	Jane	
along with Simon, Theresa and Kristie 
and the Kingdom minded orientation 
of East City Wesleyan. n



CHURCHES DIRECTORY
AUCKLAND

Adullam Wesleyan
Avondale Baptist Church, 
Cnr New North & Blockhouse Bay Rds, 
Avondale
Service time: 3.00pm
Rev Willamette ‘Akau’ola  
09 629 3128, 021 0847 3188
uilameti @gmail.com

Agape Wesleyan Methodist
Jack Dickey Community Hall, 
174 Green Lane West, Greenlane 
Service Time: 12.30pm 
Pastor Ngalu Tauelangi 09 275 0812

Amazing Grace of Gethsemane 
Tongan
Leicester Hall, 28 Findlay St, Ellerslie 
Service Time: 9.00am 
(4.30pm on the 3rd Sunday of the month)
Rev. Tomasi Kamilo 
09 270 0703; 027 247 0837
judgement_day@hotmail.co.nz

Beautiful Word of Life Tongan
St James Church, 152 Kepa Rd, Mission Bay
Service Time: 12.00pm
Pastor Falemanu Taufa 
09 521 605 ; 021 153 4094
fataufa@hotmail.co.nz

Calvary Tongan
20 Albert Rd, Kelston,
Service Time: 11.00am
Pastor Sione Tu’ungafasi 
09 813 9764; 021 133 4749
calvary-tongan@hotmail.com

cession|community 
(www.cession.org.nz)
The Depot, Sir Lloyd Dr, Lloyd Elsmore Park, 
Pakuranga 
Service Times: 5.00pm (meal), 
5.45pm (worship)
Rev. Brett Jones 09 535 5090; 027 284 
2893  bj@cession.org.nz

East City Wesleyan 
(www.ecw.org.nz)
219 Burswood Drive, Burswood/Botany
Service Time: 10.00am (Sunday); 
7:00pm (Friday – Youth) 
Rev. Dr Richard Waugh 09 273 9044
rjw@ecw.org.nz

Joyful News Wesleyan Fellowship
190 Kirkbride Rd, Mangere
Service Time: 9.00am
Pastor Sione Akaulola 09 276 9692
s_akauola@hotmail.co.nz

New Life Wesleyan
Red Lecture Theatre, Unitech, 
139 Carrington Rd (Gate 3), Mt Albert
Service Time: 10.30am
 Rev. Malakai Waqa 09 962 6559
waqa_m@yahoo.co.nz

Papakura Wesleyan 
(www.pct.org.nz)
Redhill Community Centre, 
Cnr Dominion & Croskery Rds 
Service Time: 10.00am
Rev. Jo McKinnell 
09 299 8582; 021 145 1426  
jo.mckinnell@gmail.com
Wesleyan “Little Sunbeams” 
Early Childhood Centre, 
Monday-Friday 8.30am-1pm: 
09 299 1910 
sunbeams@maxnet.co.nz

Redoubt North Wesleyan 
(www.rnw.org.nz)
51 Diorella Drive, Manukau
Service Time: 10.00am
Rev. Peter Benzie 
09 262 0627; 027 243 9363 
revpeter.rnw@gmail.com

Rotuman Wesleyan
51 Diorella Drive, Manukau
Service Time: 1.30pm
Pastor George Aptinko 09 832 1193
gaptinko@xtra.co.nz

Saioni Wesleyan
St Joseph’s Catholic School, 
125 Church St, Onehunga 
Service Time: 9.30am (Sunday School) 
11.00am (Service)
Pastor Ratu Jope Naucabalavu 
09 813 6582
ratujope@yahoo.co.nz

Shiloh Wesleyan
Chamber Room, Mt Eden War Memorial, 
487 Dominion Rd, Mt Eden
Service time: 9:30am
Pastor Sunia Saulala 
09 620 2445; 021 040 5756 
shiloh_08@hotmail.com

Shore Grace 
(www.shoregrace.org)
Greenhithe School Auditorium,
 entrance off Sunnyview Rd, Greenhithe
Service Time: 10.00am
Rev. Mike Yates 
09 413 6388; 021 625 600
m.yates@shoregrace.org

Taonga Wesleyan Community 
(www.taongawesleyan.org.nz)
Rev. Melissa Powell 
09 963 4617; 021 267 0958
melissa.powell@taongawesleyan.org.nz 

The Streams Community Church
Mt Wellington Rugby Club, Hamlin Park, 
Wilson Way, Mt Wellington
Service Time: 10.30am; 
Rotuman 2.00pm (Quarterly)
Rev. Atu Lagi 09 579 5670; 021 052 0390
ad-fw.lagi@xtra.co.nz

CHRISTCHURCH

The Well (thewellnz.org)
Beckenham School Auditorium, 71 Sandwich 
Rd, Beckenham, Christchurch
Rev. Clint Ussher 03 339 4256; 021 615 627
clint@thewellnz.org

DUNEDIN

Dunedin Wesleyan Church
22 Stafford St, Dunedin 
Service time: 10.30am   
Lay Pastor John Gibson 
03 472 7990; 027 228 4301 
cozitjustiz@clear.net.nz

GISBORNE

Gisborne Tongan
St David’s Presbyterian Church, 
Rutene Rd, Gisborne
Service Time: 12.00pm
Pastor Sione Kaliopasi 
06 868 5317; 027 567 1595
kaliopasi_sione@yahoo.co.nz

HAWKES BAY

Living Waters Wesleyan
Living Waters Centre, Cnr Durham Ave & 
Norfolk St, Tamatea, Napier 
Service Time: 10.00am
Rev. Stephen Lindsay 
06 844 7621; 27 502 9911
steve@livingwaters.kiwi.nz

MANAWATU

Stream Gathering Wesleyan
Awapuni Community Centre, 
1 Coventry Centre, Palmerston North
Service Time: 7:00am; 9:00am; 11.00am; 
5:30pm (meal) followed by service
Pastor Luisa Taufa 022 328 9471
luisa.taufa@yahoo.com.au

WHANGANUI

Wanganui Wesleyan
St Laurence’s Anglican Church, 
Gibson St, Whanganui 
Service Time: 10.30am
Pastor Timoci (Jim) Kabakaba 06 348 7142 
vuraoba_navatu@yahoo.co.nz

SOUTHLAND CONTACT

Chris Crossley 03 225 8986; 021 223 7195 
crossleys@xtra.co.nz
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WMCNZ	National	Resource	Office
PO Box 82 363 Highland Park, Auckland 2143 • Phone 271 6460 • Email	office@wesleyan.org.nz

www.wesleyan.org.nz
Transforming lives, churches and communities through the hope and holiness of Jesus Christ

Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in
Drama, Music, Teacher Education (online) and Counselling

New online programs coming

Excelsia College, formerly Wesley Institute, has formed
the first global Christian learning community in Australia

in partnership with Indiana Wesleyan University.

Come and visit our new campus in Macquarie Park
or check us out at excelsia.edu.au

Uniquely Australian, connected globally

69-71 Waterloo Road, Macquarie Park NSW 2113, Australia
excelsia.edu.au

 +61 2 9819 8888
ABN: 50 360 319 774 . CRICOS Provider Code: 02664K


